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or censure, to point out and in a measure correct some of
the defects which had become apparent in the ancient
religion and social customs of his country. With all his
innate conservatism none kept a mind more open to the
progressive spirit of the age, and none showed greater
capacity than he for gauging the force and tendency of
public opinion.

In personal appearance Rauchhodlal was oi medium
height, with an aquiline nose, large eyes set well apart, and
a hi^h intellectual brow. At all seasons ot the year he was
accustomed to wear a long black coat, with a Kashmir
shawl thrown over his shoulder, and a turban of a deep
crimson colour. The latter was often not rewound for two
or three months at a lane ; the coat frequently lacked a
button here and there ; both often needed a good brushing
to rid them of fragments of cotton-waste picked up in the
daily visit to the nulls. 35ut, as remmked above, Ranch-
hodlal was simple, almost careless, in the matter of dress,
and was far too deeply absorbed in commercial and municipal
problems to be able lo devote attention to his personal
appearance. He did not meet with any less respect on this
account from the public, for his courtliness of manner and
obvious good breeding produced far more impression than
his harmless eccentricities of dress.

As mentioned above, Ranchhodlal was an extremely
orthodox Nagar Brahman. From the date of his ulxwayctna
ceremony, when he was eight years old, until his death at
the age of seventy-six, not a clay passed that he did not
repeal the Smidhya V and an prayers and perform all the
religious ceremonies prescribed by Hindu lore. His faith
in the Brahmanic religion remained ever unshaken, and under
his orders Brahmans were engaged daily to recite hymns
and sacred texts from the Vedas for the preservation of the
health and prosperity of the family. In the case of illness
in the household, special appeals and gifts wen* offered to the
god Rudra ; on one occasion, some yeais before his death,
he performed a Gayatri Puyasch&rcma sacrifice at enormous